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that can nurture the participatory process. Finally, the chapter has discussed 
some of the ways in which you can capture data generated from qualitative 
participatory methods. 

Endnote

1. A score of 0 should not be given as this would imply no participation at 
all. There will always be some level of participation, however narrow it 
may be.
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• You can work with key stakeholders to distribute your marketing 
or advocacy material, whether it is lea�ets, books, PowerPoint slides, in 
print or electronically. 

• If possible, when you go public, try to pitch and relate the Photovoice 
material to other activities. For example, you could pitch your project 
and its messages to an international day (such as a day during the Child 
Rights Week, International Women’s Day, or World AIDS Day), the 
publication of a high-level report, or a current and public debate. This, of 
course, depends on your topic and what other activities are happening. 

Summary

This chapter has introduced you to a participant-generated visual methodology 
called Photovoice. It has underlined that a key characteristic of Photovoice 
is to give voice to community members, enabling them to learn from each 
other, re�ect on their circumstances, and share their perspectives with more 
powerful actors. In many respects, Photovoice is not merely a research method 
but an approach to research that requires recognition of the moral imperative 
that drives the social justice goals of the method. At a practical level, the 
chapter has offered some more concrete guidance on how you can plan and 
design a Photovoice project, including 10 simple steps to deliver and facilitate 
a Photovoice project.

Endnote

1. This resource is available from the Save the Children Resource Centre at 
<http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/parrot-your-shoulder-
guide-working-orphans-and-vulnerable-children> [accessed 29 July 2015].
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Feedback on activities

Feedback on Activity 6.1 Ethical issues in a Photovoice project

1. No, it is not possible to guard against all ethical dilemmas. But it is the responsibility
of the researcher to make sure that many have been considered and every plausible 
effort to mitigate risks has been exhausted.

2. Yes, ethical dilemmas evolve and participant motivations change. For example, it is
important to remind the participants of their rights to withdraw throughout the project.

3. Yes and no, it depends on the circumstances. If the photographer and the person (or peo-
ple) who appears on the photograph have agreed for it to be used for this purpose, then 
yes. If they do not know that the picture is going to be used for this purpose, then no.

4. Yes and no. This scenario is in a grey zone and whether ‘model’ consent is required
has to be negotiated with people from the local community, or with a national research 
ethics committee.
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topic, and so on), makes you, the researcher, a key instrument in the analysis 
process. Your analytical gaze also plays a role in helping you decide which 
strategy to use to systematically condense your data into a few key �ndings. We 
have presented two commonly used strategies for systematically interrogating 
qualitative data. One is thematic analysis, which allows you to slice up, identify, 
and explore themes across your data set. We also presented case study analysis, 
a strategy used to explore how themes within a case relate to each other. The 
two strategies serve slightly different purposes. Thematic analysis is good to 
provide you with a broad-brush overview of key themes within a data set. Case 
study analysis is well suited to understand how and why something works in 
a particular way within a case. Having said that, researchers often draw on 
elements from both strategies. What is important is that you approach your 
data systematically and take time to carefully interrogate the different themes 
emerging within your data and understand their interconnections.

Endnotes

1. NVivo is available at <www.qsrinternational.com/> and ATLAS.ti at <http://
atlasti.com/> [both accessed 24 July 2015].

2. CATMA is available at <www.catma.de>, TAMS Analyzer for Macintosh 
<http://tamsys.sourceforge.net> and CAT at <http://cat.ucsur.pitt.edu/> 
[all accessed 24 July 2015].
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standard structure, which should be followed, to help readers navigate the 
report. Brief and active forms of dissemination are often more useful for 
achieving impact. Articles for peer review are judged on whether they make a 
novel contribution to the literature. 
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